
Media Studies 402 Technology and Identity 
Vancouver Island University 

 
Instructor: Ravindra Mohabeer, ravindra.mohabeer@viu.ca 

Office 235 Bldg 340 Office hours: Tues 1-2, Wed 9:30-11 or by appointment 
 
Description 
 

This course explores the complex relationship between technology and 
changing notions of identity. Taking as a starting point McLuhan's contention 
that media act as extensions of the human sensorium, including 
consciousness, students will consider how media and other technologies 
influence how we define ourselves, our social relations, and our cultural 
institutions. Rather than start at the end, with digital technologies, the course 
starts at the notion that technologies are far more than the most manifest things 
that we think of as technological today. We consider our relationships with 
technology and how we shape technology and how technology contributes to 
our sense of self and others. 

 
Objective 
 

As a fourth year course, the objective is to introduce students to advanced 
concepts and applications of theory built on the foundation of the entire Media 
Studies curriculum. Students will explore and apply what we learn and employ 
ideas explored in earlier courses. The objective is to better understand the role 
of technology in the construction of individual and collective identities and to be 
able to address how technologies come to articulate themselves into our 
consciousness in ways that can and should be questioned. 
 

 
Part 1: The world of technology & identity prior to the digital age 
 
Week 1 – Why study technology & identity? 

Introduction to instructor and students, overview of course outline, 
assignments, discussion of key ideas to be explored. 
 
Donald MacKenzie, and Judy Wajcman, Judy, eds. The social shaping of 
technology. 2nd ed.  
Introduction 
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/28638/1/Introductory%20essay%20(LSERO).pdf 
 

Week 2 – What is technology? 
Ursula Franklin, The real world of technology 
AT LEAST Chpt 1 & Chpt 7 (whole book if you choose) 
(Electronic library access to the book) 



 
Week 3 – What role does/can technology play in identity? 

Sherry Turkle, Evocative Objects: Things we Think With 
AT LEAST Introduction & “The Vacuum Cleaner” (whole book if you choose) 
(Electronic library access to the book) 

 
Assignment: Evocative Object:  
In a short essay (4-6 pages) consider your relationship with a particular [non-
digital] technological object (as described by Ursula Franklin – an object of 
practice). How has this object contributed to who you are, how you think about 
yourself, how others think about you and how you comport yourself in the world? 
 
Week 4 – What do we think technology does to us? 

Heather Menzies, No Time: Stress & the Crisis of Modern Life.  
AT LEAST Chapter 4 (Deserting Real world for virtual ones)  
(whole book if you choose) 
(Electronic library access to the book) 

 
Week 5 – Automotive humanity & the Birth of the Suburbs 

http://www.pbs.org/now/shows/223/electric-car-timeline.html 
 
http://www.npr.org/2011/11/21/142365346/timeline-the-100-year-history-
of-the-electric-car (Pay closest attention to 1920) 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_electric_vehicle (loathed 
though I am to point you to WikiPedia, this is an excellently referenced 
article with plenty of valuable details) 
 
(exert from) Lewis Mumford. The City in History: Its Origins, Its 
Transformations, and Its Prospects. Harcourt, Brace and World, Inc., 1961.  
(http://college.cengage.com/history/ayers_primary_sources/lewismumfor
d_suburbs_1961.htm) 

 
 
 
Part 2: The world of technology & identity in the digital age 

 
Week 6 – Technology AS identity 

Donna Haraway, "A Cyborg Manifesto science, technology, and socialist-
feminism in the late twentieth century," in Simians, cyborgs and women: the 
reinvention of nature (new york; routledge, 1991), pp.149-181. 
http://www.egs.edu/faculty/donna-haraway/articles/donna-haraway-a-cyborg-
manifesto/  
 



Week 7 – The memorialized self 
Nora Young. The Virtual Self. How the Casual Information You Create Virtually 
is Changing the Physical World Around You.  
Introduction & Chpt 1 (to be made available as a handout … not yet) 

 
Assignment: Technology Self-metric:  

Write down a brief snapshot of who you think you are in relation to technology & 
identity. Spend at least 2 days during reading week tracking yourself … and then 
at least a day trying to figure out how to represent your findings to others – how 
did who you thought you were reconcile with what the data suggests about you? 
 

 
Week 8 
READING WEEK  - no class 

 
Week 9 – Identity is relational 

Turkle, Sherry. Alone Together: Why We Expect More From Technology 
and Less From Each Other 
AT LEAST Chpt 8 & Chpt 14 (whole book if you choose) 
(Electronic library access to the book) 
 

Week 10 – Technology as augment to self 
Piasek, Paulina and Irving, Kate and Smeaton, Alan F. (2013) Case study in 
SenseCam use as an intervention technology for early-stage dementia. 
International Journal of Computers in Helathcare, 1 (4). pp. 304-319.  
 
Google Glass: http://www.google.com/glass/start/ 
 
Farhad Manjoo. You Will Want Google Goggles. MIT Technology Review, June 
19, 2012 
http://www.technologyreview.com/review/428212/you-will-want-google-
goggles/  
 
Edward Champion. 35 Arguments against Google Glass 
http://www.edrants.com/thirty-five-arguments-against-google-glass/  
 

Assignment: Technology Intervention:  

After thinking about technology in relation to self for some time, now consider 
what you can do with technology yourself. Can you change how you view others 
and/or how they view you? Can you change your technological habits? What 
about intervening in technology? This is your chance to propose a way to use 
technology purposefully to define identity – maybe a workshop or an art project? 

 



 
Week 11 – Technology as an arbiter of others 

Julia Moulden. How You Can Use Technology to Change the World. March 22, 
2010. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/julia-moulden/how-you-can-use-
technolog_b_584973.html 
 
Lauren and Victoria Coaxum. Parents, Teens, and Technology: Bridging the 
Generation Gap. 
http://www.aplatformforgood.org/blog/entry/parents-teens-and-technology-
bridging-the-generation-gap  

 
Brad Stone. The Children of Cyberspace: Old Fogies by Their 20s. Jan. 9, 2010 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/10/weekinreview/10stone.html?pagewanted=a
ll&_r=0 
 
 

Week 12 – How technology becomes a part of our everyday life 
Reading TBA  
Assignment: Book response:  

Of the many different things we’ve read, think deeply about the entirety of at least 
one of them and prepare and present your response. You can write this as an 
essay that responds to the substantive arguments and ideas presented in the 
book (i.e. does not REVIEW but interacts with the substance). Alternatively you 
can prepare an essay alternative format – some other medium of presentation 
but you must demonstrate an equal level of sophistication and depth. 
 
 
Week 13 – Time to share 
 
Week 14 – Course wrap-up 

 
 

 
Assignments and Grades 
 
Evocative object short essay – 20% 
Technology Self-metric log – 25%  
Book Response (written preferred or video/multimedia) - 25% 
Technology intervention – 30% 
 
 
 



Textbooks – buy them if you’d like but mostly e-access 
 
Turkle, Sherry. Alone Together: Why We Expect More From Technology and 
Less From Each Other. NY: Basic Books, 2011.  
http://VIU.eblib.com/patron/FullRecord.aspx?p=684281 
 
Turkle, Sherry. Evocative Objects : Things We Think With. MIT Press, 2007.  
(electronic access to the book through the VIU e-Library) 
 
Franklin, Ursula M.  The Real World of Technology. House of Anansi Press,1999. 
(electronic access to the book through the VIU e-Library) 
 
Menzies, Heather. No Time: Stress and the Crisis of Modern Life. Douglas & 
McIntyre, 2005 
(electronic access to the book through the VIU e-Library) 
 
Young, Nora. The Virtual Self. How the Casual Information You Create Virtually 
is Changing the Physical World Around You. Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 
2012. – Recommended. 
 
 
 


