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Course Outline 
Media Studies 111 - History of Communication 

Spring 2011 
 
Instructor:          Marian van der Zon 
Course Page:     log-on to Moodle: http://moodle.viuonline.ca/    
Moodle Key:  communication 
E-mail:               Marian.vanderZon@viu.ca 
   (e-mail is the best way to reach me) 
Telephone:         I will arrange for phone appointments if necessary. 
 
Office hours:     Wed 4.30-5.30pm, Thurs 5-6pm, online & by appointment. 
  
 Biography:  
 Teaching: Media Studies and Women's Studies departments at Vancouver Island 

University since 2005, previously at the School of Culture and Communications 
at Royal Roads University in Victoria BC, and in private workshops.  

 Education: MA in Media Studies, 2004, Concordia University; BA Women's Studies, 
2000, University of Victoria;  

 Professional: Freelance sound documentary and audio art for: art galleries, sound 
festivals, community radio, and CBC Radio. A recent book is out, Islands of 
Resistance: Pirate Radio in Canada (www.islandsofresistance.ca) and runs a low 
power radio station (TAR: Temporary Autonomous Radio). Also hosts a radio 
show on CHLY, Be The Media (http://chly.dailysplice.com/bethemedia/), and is 
active in the band, Puzzleroot (www.puzzleroot.com), playing slide banjo, banjo, 
and singing. 

 
Course Description:  
 
This class is online.  All elements of the course can be completed from a remote location.  
 
This course is an introduction to the multi-disciplinary aspects of media studies.   It 
examines characteristics of society, culture, communication, technology and its impact on 
culture, specifically Canadian culture.  It takes students through a historical exploration 
of human communication, and brings forth issues and debates that surround each 
cumulative technological advance.  It includes a lab, which allows for a hands-on 
exploration of information technologies (internet, newsgroups, blogging, audio 
production). 
 
There are assigned ONLINE readings for this course that can be accessed through 
Moodle.  These readings are required.  The collection of assigned online readings 
document technological change in media, with a focus on Canada.  Students are expected 
to have the week's assigned reading completed before the discussion forum deadline and 
to engage in online discussion.  Writing notes during or after you have finished each 
reading is recommended.  
 
Readings will be supplemented by audio lectures to fill in gaps.  
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There are a series of 5 labs to be completed for this course.  These labs will allow 
students the opportunity to actively engage in media production.  Labs will be on-line and 
are to be completed by 10:00am the following Thursday (they take, on average, one hour 
to complete).  At times, the labs will stand-alone, while on other occasions, they will 
relate to class readings and lectures.  They will include short assignments and are an 
integral component to the course.   
 
Outcomes: 
 
Students will leave this class with an overview of communication models and a historical 
understanding of technological effects as they relate to human communication.  They will 
be provided with theory in which to contextualize communication events such as oral 
culture, the telegraph, telephone, salons, print media, concentration of ownership, radio, 
television, film, music, and the Internet.  
 
Text and Materials: 
 
Online.  See the Moodle course shell for readings. 
 
Evaluation: 
 
Your grade for this course will be based on the following factors: 
 

Labs are pass/fail (5 labs).  If you do the lab, you get 2%, attempted 1%, not 
completed 0%           for a total of  - 10% 

 
            Term Project           - 25% (due April 8)   (5% will be for your outline/summary, 
due Feb 11) 
 
            Exams: Midterm & Final – both exams will be fully online. You will be given the 
exam questions online and have 3hours to complete the exam and submit it to the Moodle 
drop box.  The exam will be open book. However, be sure to have your readings done in 
advance – you will not have time to complete the exam if you have not done this. Exams 
must be written in your own words (no citations or quotations). You can use author’s 
information and ideas, but they must be summarized in your own words. If you 
plagiarize in any amount, you will fail the exam.  
Each exam is worth- 20% (both exams = 40%) 
 

Participation in forum discussion weekly throughout course (a minimum of 3 
engaged posts per week)           
 - 20% 

 
Term Project: See Moodle for more information. Production of media in any format.  
Research essay, book review, zine, published article (online or in print), salon, radio 
piece, commercial, infomercial, website, video, podcasting, culture jamming, music 
showcase, and the options continue.  Content is open, but must reflect on a course 
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theme.  Specific suggestions will be provided.  Keep in mind that projects often take 
more organization then a research paper.  Plan ahead! You may work in groups. 1-page 
outline of intended project is due on Feb 11. Final Project Due April 8th. 
 
If you are doing interviews for your project, you need sample consent forms/waivers for 
any participants.  You can find sample forms in the course info section on Moodle.  
 
VIU’s grade scale follows:  90-100 A+, 85-89 A, 80-84 A-, 76-79 B+, 72-75 B, 68-71 B-, 64-67 C+, 60-63 
C, 55-59 C-, 50-54 D, 0-49 F  
 
Plagiarism 
I take plagiarism very seriously and hold all my students to a very high standard. If you are found 
to have represented the work of ideas of others as your own, intentionally or unintentionally, you 
will face serious consequences. Any student found to have plagiarized on any assignment–digital 
or otherwise–or paper will receive a mark of ‘0’ for that assignment. Any student caught 
plagiarizing on multiple assignments will receive a grade of ‘F’ for the course. All incidents of 
plagiarism will be reported to the Dean and may result in further MUC sanctions. Please note that 
for digital assignments, industry-standard credits must be in place for all work, otherwise it will be 
considered that you are representing all elements of the work as your own. If it is discovered that 
any of the elements of the work are not your own, I will consider these elements plagiarized. 

Copyright 
All digital work submitted will follow current Canadian copyright laws. This means that students 
may not simply use materials they find online. If students are unsure about copyright status, they 
are strongly advised to consult with me. 

Late Assignments 
Late assignments will lose 10% per working day. Note that final assignments may not be 
submitted late without prior approval from me. 

Assignment & Course Extensions 
Generally I will not give extensions for assignments or the course without a serious circumstance 
supported by appropriate documentation. However, please be aware that I never give extensions 
after the due date of an assignment or the end date of the course. If you believe you are going to 
need an extension, you must speak to me before the date the assignment is due. 

 


