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Course Director: Ravindra Mohabeer  Office: 3023 TEL 
Phone:  TBA    Email: mohabeer@yorku.ca 
Office Hours:  Mon/Wed 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Teaching Assistant: __________________ Email: ________________ 
 
Description 
 
This course introduces students to the study of communication. It is designed to provide a critical overview – or 
survey – of the main themes and issues in the fields of communication and mass media. It looks at communication 
primarily on the large scale, but also considers some aspects of personal communication. The course will 
concentrate on defining how the field of communication studies can be used to consider the myriad ways in which 
forms and processes of communication are implicated in our knowledge and understanding of the world. 
 
The course is structured in three parts. Part I offers a general introduction to both the field of Canadian 
communication studies, and to some modes of interpreting communicative phenomena. Part II considers 
‘Communication Media & Cultural Industries.’ In this section, we will look at various manifestations of what are 
commonly called ‘mass media.’ Part III ends the course by looking at some unifying and contemporary issues facing 
the field today. 
 
The purpose of this course is to orient students to various applications of communication studies. As such, the 
course is designed to introduce students to the major streams in undergraduate communication studies available at 
York: Media & Culture, Politics & Policy, Technology & Society, and Interpersonal and Organizational 
Communication. While each area is covered, there is no one week dedicated to any of the areas. Instead, lectures and 
readings are organized to employ as many of these streams of study as interpretive devices thus allowing students to 
contemplate how communicative questions can be approached in different ways and with different results. 
 
Since the course is split into “Foundations” sections and non-foundations sections, the workload and objectives of 
the course differ slightly depending on the section in which you are registered. That said, the overall core of the 
course material is the same for both types of sections. 
 

Course Content Objectives 
On completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 

1. Understand some of the various roles of communication in societies; 
2. Discuss the Canadian media system in a local and global context; 
3. Distinguish differences and similarities between media forms; 
4. Distinguish differences and similarities between types of media content; 
5. Demonstrate critical thinking skills by noting differences among similar seeming media and 

practices of communication; 
6. Identify the relationship between changes in media technology and media content; 
7. Appreciate how and why audiences are constructed and understood; 
8. Effectively use specific vocabulary to discuss Media and Communication Studies; 
9. Identify and evaluate a range of resources pertinent to the field of Media and Communication 

Studies; 
10. Analyze the roles of ownership and regulation on media content and forms; 
11. Appreciate the different streams of future communication studies course offerings. 
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Learning Skills Objectives 
On completion of this course, students will demonstrate competencies in: 
 

Reading – students will need to take on a medium to heavy reading load to complete this course. In addition to 
weekly assigned readings, students will be asked to select appropriate readings outside of the course textbook in 
order to complete assignments. 
 
Writing – students will have several opportunities to write in this course. In addition to a term essay, you will be 
asked to undertake a short annotated citation exercise, and to construct an essay outline. In addition, you will also 
need to learn how to write succinct, meaningful, and effective notes from lectures. 
 
Personal organization/Time Management, resource management – as a six hour per week course during 
the summer, students will be given approximately four-six additional hours per week worth of work in non-
foundations sections, and up to an additional two-three hours in Foundations sections. This time commitment 
includes weekly reading and class assignments. You will need to balance the demands of this course with any other 
summer courses and outside work/leisure commitments. 
 
Critical thinking – it is expected that you will not simply summarize what you find, but that you will engage with 
the material. Keep in mind that ‘critical’ does not necessarily mean ‘negative.’ Critical in this sense means intensive, 
comparative, and detailed. As an introductory course, it is vital that you be open to possibilities in order for you to 
be adequately prepared for upper level communication studies courses. 
 
Research – you will be asked to do research for a major term essay. This research will be done in three stages, 
starting with a short citation exercise, moving to a detailed paper outline and culminating in a final major research 
paper. While you may use online sources to a certain extent, you must acquaint yourself with the library as you will 
need to evaluate what types of sources will be academically appropriate to answer your research question. 
 
Communicating through media – if you are not currently comfortable with using computer based 
communication (e-mail, word processing, etc.) you will be expected to develop these skills. You will likely 
correspond with the instructor and other classmates via e-mail, and your assignments will need to be produced and 
stored electronically. 
 
 

Course Readings 
There are two main textbooks for the course and a reading kit.  

1. Lorimer, Rowland & Gasher, Mike (2003) Mass Communication in Canada  (Fifth Edition)  
OUP Canada:          ISBN: 0-19-541804-2 
 

2. Attallah, Paul & Regan Shade, Leslie (2002) Mediascapes: New Patterns in Canadian 
Communication. Nelson Canada:        ISBN/ISSN: 0176042032 
 

3. Reading Kit available from the bookstore. 
 

Course Format 
6.0 – non-Foundation sections: Two hour lecture, one hour tutorial – twice a week. 
9.0 – Foundations sections: Two hour lecture, two hour tutorial – twice a week. 
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Course Evaluation : 6.0 (non-Foundation) 
 

Tutorial Participation   10% 
(missing more than 5 classes = 0%) 
 
Citation Exercise   10% Due May 17 
 
Essay Outline    15% Due June 2 
 
Mid-Term Exam   20% Due June 14 
 
Major Paper    25% Due July 12 
 
Final Exam    20% Due July 28 

 

Course Evaluation : 9.0 (Foundation sections) 
 

Tutorial Participation   10% 
(missing more than 5 classes = 0%) 
 
Faciltiated Discussion exercise  10% On-going  
 
Citation Exercise   5% Due May 17 
 
Essay Outline    10% Due June 2 
 
Mid-Term Exam   20% Due June 14 
 
Major Paper    25% Due July 12 
 
Final Exam    20% Due July 28 

 
 

Exams and Assignments (All sections) 
 
EXAMS  
 
There will be two exams, one in the middle of the course and one at the end. Both exams will be in classs. The 
exams will be comprised of multiple choice and short answer questions. The material on the exam will come from a 
combination of the lectures, readings, and course discussions. You will NOT be allowed to re-write the exam. As a 
general rule, deferred exams are only granted under very exceptional circumstances with PRIOR permission of the 
course director. Deferred exams will not necessarily be in the same format. There will be a review session prior to 
the date of each exam. The review class will provide a general overview of the material only…you will not pass the 
exam if you only attend the review lecture. 
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Though there are three assignments, they are really three parts of one assignment. 
 
 
Part 1: CITATION EXERCISE 
 
For this assignment, students will be asked to start thinking about term paper at a very preliminary stage. What you 
will be asked to do is identify a general area of interest that is relevant to this course. You may wish to consult some 
of the discussion questions for a rough guideline, or you may find a topic area from the list provided at the end of 
your syllabus.  
 
From this general topic, you are going to start to pinpoint a more specific topic. To do so, you will find at least one 
research source relevant to your area of interest. This source can be either an academic journal (electronic or paper) 
or an academic book (or a chapter in a book). You will then need to write an appropriate bibliographic citation for 
the resource you find and provide an annotated description of the material.  
 
Your research paper outline will be approximately 1 – 2 pages long at no less than 10 pt. Arial or 11 pt. Times and 
no greater than 11 pt Arial or 12 pt. Times. Your margins must be 1” all around and you MUST DOUBLE SPACE. 
 
 
 
Part 2: RESEARCH PAPER OUTLINE 
 
Building on the research you undertook for your annotated citation exercise, you will further refine your interest and 
settle on a specific research topic for your final paper. This exercise is designed to allow you to develop a thesis 
statement, structure your argument, undertake preliminary research, and get feedback on your ideas before writing 
the final paper. You will need to do further research on your topic at this stage, but it is expected that you may not 
finish all of your research; just enough to formulate an argument, and develop a position. 
 
Your research paper outline will be approximately 2 – 3 pages long at no less than 10 pt. Arial or 11 pt. Times and 
no greater than 11 pt Arial or 12 pt. Times. Your margins must be 1” all around and you MUST DOUBLE SPACE. 
It may be in point form or in prose form, but you are encouraged to choose the latter in order to take advantage of 
feedback from your Tutorial Assistant.  
 
At minimum, your paper outline must include a working thesis statement, a description of the major arguments you 
plan to make, a list of preliminary proof and/or examples in support of your argument, and a bibliography (using 
appropriate and approved citation format) of at least 3 credible academic resources. 
 
 
 
Part 3: RESEARCH PAPER  
 
Building on the research you undertook in both previous exercises, you will write a detailed research paper in 
support of the revised thesis your Tutorial Assistant commented upon in your research paper outline. This exercise is 
designed for you to further develop your thesis, structure your argument, apply research, and provide your own 
analysis of your chosen topic. You will need to add further research that goes beyond that which you included in 
your paper outline. 
 
Your research paper outline will be approximately 7 – 10 pages long at no less than 10 pt. Arial or 11 pt. Times and 
no greater than 11 pt Arial or 12 pt. Times. Your margins must be 1” all around and you MUST DOUBLE SPACE. 
You must include a revised thesis statement, a proper argument, sufficient proof and/or examples in support of your 
argument, and a bibliography (using appropriate and approved citation format) of at least 2 additional credible 
academic resources beyond those included in your Paper Outline. 
 
 



AK/SOSC 2410 6.0/9.0 
INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNICATION 

Summer 2004 

AK/SOSC 2410 6.0/9.0  * INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNICATION *   Summer 2004    *     SYLLABUS PAGE 5 
 

 
 
FACILITATED DISCUSSION (Foundations sections only)   
 
The purposes of this assignment are 1) to go deeper into the area, 2) to encourage you to develop your skills at 
leading a discussion of your peers, and 3) encourage critical reading as a way of preparing for your tutorial.  
 
In the first week of the course, you will be assigned to a group of 2 or 3 students (chosen by your tutorial leader). 
With your group, you will pick one week in which you will be responsible for facilitating a discussion based on the 
questions provided in the syllabus (or questions of your own design that fit the theme). Your facilitated discussion 
should not simply encourage a restating of the lecture or readings.  
 
The difference between a facilitated discussion and a presentation is that a presentation tends to be one-way; you 
present material and others listen, sometimes asking questions. A facilitated discussion requires that you develop 
ways in which to guide your classmates through a debate, discussion, or further explication of the ideas in question.  
 
In order for this to work, you will need to, at least, read the week’s material in great detail. Additionally, you will 
have to find examples, perhaps do some outside reading, and maybe even develop an interactive activity to involve 
the full participation of your classmates. 
 
For this section, you will receive a mark BOTH for the discussion you facilite AND for your participation in other 
group’s facilitated discussion. If you simply conduct a presentation, you will not fulfill the requirements of the 
exercise. 
 
 
 
LATE PAPERS & PARTICIPATION / ATTENDANCE (All sections)   
 
Late Papers 
 
1% or 1 mark per day (to be deducted AFTER the paper is graded).  
Extensions are only awarded by your TA and ONLY IN ADVANCE. 
 
Participation & Attendance 
 
More than 5 classes missed will result in 0% for participation. 
Your participation mark will be determined by your TA at the end of the course. 
 
 
NOTE: 
If you know about an extenuating circumstance at the start of the course that may prohibit you from completing all 
of your assignments on time or attending class regularly, you will need to tell your TA in the first week. Outside 
work will NOT be considered an appropriate reason. 
 
 
PLAGERISM of any kind, or any other form of academic dishonesty is punishable at least 
by failure of the assignment or the course, and may result in further action that will effect 
your continuing registration in the university. 
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PART I: Introduction & Orientation to Communication Studies 

Date & Topic Discussion Assignments 
May 3 
Introduction to the course 
 
Read:  
Lorimer & Gasher, Chapter 1 

 
1. Note taking 
2. Critical & active listening 
3. Critical & active reading 

 
In-class:  
Self-introductions 
Non graded 

May 5 
Defining the Field 
 
Read:  
Sheryl Hamilton, “Considering Critical 
Communication Studies in Canada” (Mediascapes)  
Lorimer & Gasher, Chapter 3 

 
1. What is ‘communication’? 
 
2. What is the relationship between the concepts of 
communication & media? 
 
3. What overall questions should you consider while 
trying making sense of the course/subject?  

 
 

May 10 
Canadian Traditions 
 
Read:  
Marshall McLuhan 
“The Playboy interview” (online) @ 
http://heim.ifi.uio.no/~gisle/overload/mcluhan/pb.html 
James Carey, “Space, Time, and Communications: 
A Tribute to Harold Innis” (kit) 

 
1. Harold Innis describes a ‘bias of communication.’ 
Define what Innis meant by ‘bias.’  Find examples of 
communication, explaining their biases.  
 
2. Since McLuhan builds on Innis, what are the 
intellectual consequences and benefits of thinking that 
the “medium is the message?” 

May 10 
Discuss  
Assignment 1:  
Annotated citation 
 

May 12 
Mass Society & Pop Culture 
Screening: “Modern times” (Charlie Chaplin) 
 
Read:  
Lorimer & Gasher, Chapter 2 

 
1. What is meant by the term ‘mass,’ in the phrase 
‘mass communication’? 
 
2. Consider the relationship between concepts of ‘high 
culture’ and ‘popular culture.’ 

 
 
 

May 17 
Media Effects 
 
Read:  
Tannis MacBeth Williams, “The Impact of 
Television: A Longitudinal Canadian Study” (kit)  
David Gauntlett, “Ten Things Wrong with the 
‘Media Effects’ Model.” (online) @ 
http://theory.org.uk/david/effects.htm 

 
1. What are the basic premises of ‘media effects’ 
arguments? 
 
2. Discuss whether there are ‘media effects’ if no 
study can concretely prove their existence.  

May 17 
Annotated citation 
Assignment 1: DUE 
 
May 19 
Discuss  
Assignment 2:  
Paper Outline 

May 19 
Audience 
 
Read:  
Paul Atallah, “The Audience” (Mediascapes)  
Lorimer & Gasher, Chapter 5 

 
1. Who makes meaning? 
 
2. What do administrative audience studies tell you? 
What is the impact on media content of an 
administrative view of audiences? 

 

May 24 
Victoria Day Holiday 

 
NO CLASS 

 

May 26 
Representation 
Screening: “Shooting Indians: a journey with Jeffrey 
Thomas” (Ali Kazimi) 
 
Read:  
Stuart Hall, “The Work of Representation” (kit) 
recommended Lorimer & Gasher, Chapter 4 

 
1. What is the power of representation? 
 
2. Consider a major or minor current event. If it is in 
the media, explain how it is represented. If it is not in 
the media, consider why not, and then discuss how 
absence is a form of representation. 
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Date & Topic Discussion Assignments 
May 31 
Ideology 
Screening: “Reframing the Montreal massacre: a 
media interrogation” (Maureen Bradley) 
 
Read:  
Jack Solomon, “What’s in a name? The Ideology 
of Cultural Classification” (kit) 
James Lull, “Ideology, Consciousness, Hegemony” 
(kit) 

 
1. Who creates knowledge? 
 
2. Identify and discuss at least one type of 
classification system with which you identify. Define 
inclusions and exclusions that emerge from this 
system of classification. 
 
3. Define the political, economic and social systems 
that benefit from this/these systems. 

 

June 2 
Media Ownership  
 
Read:  
Lorimer & Gasher, Chapter 8  
Mathew Fraser, “Convergence” (Mediascapes) 

 
1. What does it mean to ‘own media’? 
 
2. What are the cultural implications of concentrated 
media ownership? 
 
3. How does the work of journalists reflect owners? 

 
June 2 
Paper Outline 
Assignment 2: DUE 

June 7 
Communication &  
Cultural Policy 
 
Read:  
Lorimer & Gasher, Chapter 6  
Lorimer & Gasher, Chapter 7 

 
1. Who regulates communication and cultural 
systems? How? Why? 
 
2. Is it possible to regulate representation or ideology? 
 
3. What is the relationship between politics and 
economics in relation to governmental communication 
& cultural regulation? 

 
 

June 9 
Exam Review 

  

June 14 
In Class mid term EXAM 

 June 14 
MID-TERM EXAM 

PART II: Communication Media as Cultural Industries 
June 16 
Advertising & the development of Media 
Screening: “The merchants of cool” (Neil Docherty, 
WGBH for Frontline) 
 
Read:  
William Leis, Stephen Kline, Sut Jhally,  
“Advertising and the development of 
Communications Media” (kit) 

 
1. What impact has advertising had on the 
development of the media we see today? Consider 
both content and form. 
 
2. Marx’s idea of ‘commodity fetishism’ suggests that 
objects are stripped of their origins and sold as 
solutions. What is the impact of the disarticulation of 
consumption from production? 

 

June 21 
Technology & Communication 
 
Read:  
Ursula Franklin,  
“The Real World of Technology” (kit) 
Lorimer & Gasher, Chapter 10 

 
1. Describe what is meant by the idea of 
‘technological determinism.’ How do Ursula 
Franklin’s ideas compare with this concept?  
 
2. Identify various forms of communication 
technology. Apply Franklin’s definition of technology 
to your examples. Discuss how Franklin’s 
interpretation fits with ‘popular’ beliefs.  
 
 
 
 

June 21 
Discuss  
Assignment 3:  
Major Paper 
 
 
Exams returned 
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Date & Topic Discussion Assignments 
June 23 
Newspapers, Magazines & Books 
 
Read:  
Peter Desbarates, “The Special Role of Magazines 
in the History of Canadian Mass Media and National 
Development” (kit) 
Lorimer & Gasher, Chapter 9 

 
1. What is the relationship between ‘new 
technologies’ and the future of the publishing 
industries? 
 
2. What are the motivations for governmental press 
policies?  

 
3. Discuss if/how these policies are working. 

 

June 28 
Radio & Recording 
Screening: “Family: a loving look at CBC Radio”   
(Donald Brittain) 
Audio airing: "War of the worlds” (Orson Welles) 
 
Read:  
Pierre C. Bélanger  
“The Canadian Radio Industry” (Mediascapes) 
Don Wallace, “A Brief History of the Recording 
Industry” (Mediascapes) 

 
1. Why did some people in 1938 believe that Martians 
were invading us while others did not? 
 
2. Jim Cuddy of Blue Rodeo appears in a radio spot in 
which he thanks Canadian radio stations for 
promoting Canadian artists by playing their songs. 
Consider this statement in regard to Canadian 
musicians on the global scene, and in relation to 
CanCon regulations for radio. 

 

June 30 
Film & Video 
Screening: TBA (Bollywood) 
 
Read:  
Gary Evans, “Canadian Film” (Mediascapes) 
Ted Magder, “Film and Video Production”  (kit) 

 
1. Why do more Canadians watch American 
(Hollywood) movies than any others? 
 
2. The case of the ‘Bollywood’ film industry suggests 
that ‘size’ does and does not matter. How and why? 
What implications does this have for Canadian 
filmmakers and Canadian culture?   

 

July 5 
Television 
 
Read:  
Paul Attallah & Derek Foster,  
“Television in Canada” (Mediascapes) 

 
1. Television is often called an ‘electronic babysitter.’ 
How does this relate to the idea of ‘media effects’? 
  
2. What is the relationship between the technological 
features of television and its cultural adoption? 
 
3. What hope does the CRTC have for regulating 
television in the long-term? 

 

PART III: Issues & Trends in Communication 
July 7 
Convergence & ‘New’ Media 
Screening: “The Virtual wasteland” (Channel Four, 
Mark Harrison, Leanne Klein) 
 
Read:  
Dwayne Winseck,  
“Lost in Cyberspace” (Mediascapes) 
Lorimer & Gasher, Chapter 12 

 
1. Who owns the internet? Consider both content and 
technology/form. 
 
2. How do power relationships change in a converged 
mediascape? 
 
3. What is ‘new’ about ‘new media’? 

 

July 12 
Globalization & Culture 
 
Read:  
Karim H. Karim, “Globalization, Communication, 
and Diaspora” (Mediascapes) 
Lorimer & Gasher, Chapter 11 

 
1. As Canadians, we have long felt the enormous 
presence of American culture, particularly through 
American media. How does this dynamic work in a 
‘global’ world? 
 
2. What does it mean to see a photograph of a rural 
villager in a disenfranchised and isolated part of the 
world wearing a Chicago Bulls hat? 
 
 

July 12 
Major Paper 
Assignment 3: DUE 
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Date & Topic Discussion Assignments 
July 14 
Owning Culture 
 
Read:  
Daniel Downes, “Intellectual Property and 
Copyright Issues in the Global Economy” 
(Mediascapes) 
 

 
1. What are some of the arguments for and against 
downloading music and movies through peer-to-peer 
file sharing networks? 
 
2. Who ‘owns’ an idea? Is it the person who comes up 
with it first, the person who patents it first, the 
person/company that publishes it/sells it first? 

 
 

July 19 
Media ‘by the people’  
 
Read:  
Clemencia Rodriguez, “From Alternative Media 
to Citizens’ Media”  (kit)  
Mark Derry, “Culture Jamming: Hacking, Slashing 
and Sniping in the Empire of Signs” (online) @ 
http://www.levity.com/markdery/culturjam.html 

 
1. What does the increasing spread of ‘small media’ 
making communities mean for ‘big media’?  
 
2. How would you interpret culture jamming? Is it 
vandalism? Is it necessary – if so, why? Does it make 
a difference? To whom? 
 
3. Who do ‘culture jammers’ and ‘small media’ 
makers speak to or speak for? 
 

 

July 21 
Exam Review 

 
 

 

July 26 
Study Day 

 
NO CLASS 

 

July 28 
In Class final EXAM 

 July 28 
FINAL EXAM 

August 2 
Civic Holiday 

 
NO CLASS 

 

August 4 
TBA 
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DETAILED ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTION 
Part 1: CITATION EXERCISE 
 
Teaching Assistant: __________________________________ 

Email:   __________________________________ 

ASSIGNMENT DUE: May 17, 2004 during your tutorial 
 
For this assignment, students will be asked to start thinking about term paper at a very preliminary stage. What you 
will do is identify a general area of interest that is relevant to this course. You may wish to consult some of the 
discussion questions for a rough guideline, or you may find a topic area from the list at the end of this syllabus.  
 
From this general topic, you are going to start to pinpoint a more specific topic. To do so, you will find at least one 
research source relevant to your area of interest. This source can be either an academic journal (electronic or paper) 
or an academic book (or a chapter in a book). You will then need to write an appropriate bibliographic citation for 
the resource you find and provide an annotated description (see link to explanation below) of the material.  
 
You are expected to use an appropriate citation style (APA or MLA), and your annotated assessment of the article 
must be written in proper sentences. You will be graded on a) your appropriate use of citation, b) the appropriateness 
of the article you chose to the topic, c) your assessment of the article, and, d) your overall writing. 
 
Your research paper outline will be approximately 1 – 2 pages long at no less than 10 pt. Arial or 11 pt. Times and 
no greater than 11 pt Arial or 12 pt. Times. Your margins must be 1” all around and you MUST DOUBLE SPACE. 
 
Steps to complete the assignment: 
 

1. Select a general topic area 
2. Write down what you think the topic is about and formulate a preliminary research plan (i.e. what 

kinds of questions you want to consider, what material you will look for, what you already know 
about the area, etc.). You will use this material later as the basis of Part 2: Research Paper Outline. 

3. Locate appropriate research material relevant to your topic (at this stage stick to ACADEMIC 
journals, books and book chapters – i.e. do not use an electronic/internet resource or ‘popular’ texts). 

4. Start your preliminary research by reading and making annotated notes from what you find (see link 
to an explanation of annotation below). 

5. Select one article, book or book chapter to write up for this assignment. 
6. Identify, in brief, the general research area you chose (to contextualize why you chose this article). 
7. Write an appropriate bibliographic citation for the article. 
8. Write a brief annotated assessment of the article highlighting the main ideas and, if possible, suggest 

how you might use what you learned in this article in your final paper. 
9. Write a title page with your name, student number, course number, your TA’s name and the date. 

 
 

Helpful websites: 
 

“What is an annotated bibliography” 
(http://www.library.cornell.edu/okuref/research/skill28.htm) 

 
“Bibliography Style Handbook (MLA)” 

(http://www.english.uiuc.edu/cws/wworkshop/MLA/bibliographymla.htm) 
 

“Bibliography Style Handbook (APA)” 
(http://www.english.uiuc.edu/cws/wworkshop/bibliography_style_handbookapa.htm) 
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DETAILED ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTION:  
Part 2: RESEARCH PAPER OUTLINE 
 
 
Teaching Assistant: __________________________________ 

Email:   __________________________________ 

ASSIGNMENT DUE: June 2, 2004 during your tutorial 
 
 
Building on the ideas generated, and the research you undertook for your annotated citation exercise, you will 
further refine your interest and settle on a specific research topic for your final paper. This exercise is designed to 
help you develop a thesis statement, structure your argument, undertake further preliminary research, and get 
feedback on your ideas before writing the final paper. You may need to do further research on your topic at this 
stage depending on how much research you undertook during the annotation exercise. It is expected that you may 
not finish all of your research at this point, just enough to develop a position and formulate an argument. 
 
At minimum, your paper outline must include a working thesis statement, a description of the major arguments you 
plan to make, evidence of preliminary proof and/or examples in support of your argument, and a bibliography (using 
appropriate and approved citation format) of at least 3 credible academic resources (not to be drawn from your 
course readings). You may use only ONE relevant Internet resource but you are not encouraged to do so. 
 
Your thesis statement must be in proper sentence format as though it might appear in your final paper. The rest of 
the assignment may be in point form or in prose form, but you are encouraged to choose the latter in order to take 
advantage of feedback from your Tutorial Assistant. 
 
You will be graded on a) how you have used your research to move from a general topic area to a more specific 
research question, b) the relevance and ‘do-ability’ of your thesis, c) evidence of relevant further research, d) the 
depth and type of proof and examples you will use to substantiate your ideas, and, e) your overall writing. You are 
encouraged to incorporate the comments you receive on your annotated citation exercise while writing this outline. 
 
Your research paper outline will be approximately 2 – 3 pages long at no less than 10 pt. Arial or 11 pt. Times and 
no greater than 11 pt Arial or 12 pt. Times. Your margins must be 1” all around and you MUST DOUBLE SPACE.  
 
Steps to complete the assignment: 
 

1. Continue the research you began in the previous assignment. 
2. Refine your general research area to a more specific research question. 
3. Develop a working thesis statement. 
4. Decide how you will support your thesis statement/central argument with your preliminary research. 
5. Organize your preliminary research notes into a tentative schematic for your final paper. 
6. Assess what areas of your argument/paper require further research. 
7. Write up your document ensuring to include a clear description of the research question, your thesis 

statement, a description of the major ideas AND proof/examples you have so far. 
8. Include a bibliography of at least three sources (in addition to the one used for your citation 

exercise). Make sure to use either APA or MLA but not both. 
9. Write a title page with your name, your student number, the name of your paper, the course number, 

your TA’s name and the date. 
 

Helpful websites: 
 

 “How to write a thesis statement”  “Research Papers: Outline” 
(http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/wts/thesis.html)  (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/hypertext/ResearchW/outline.html) 
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DETAILED ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTION:  
Part 3: RESEARCH PAPER  
 
Teaching Assistant: __________________________________ 

Email:   __________________________________ 

ASSIGNMENT DUE: July 12, 2004 during your tutorial 
 
Building on the research you undertook in both previous exercises, you will write a detailed research paper in 
support of the revised thesis your Tutorial Assistant commented upon in your research paper outline. This exercise is 
designed for you to further develop your thesis, structure your argument, apply all of the relevant research you have 
done, and provide your own analysis of your chosen topic. You will need to include research resources in additional 
to those which you included in your paper outline. 
 
You must include a revised thesis statement (that shows evidence of using the suggestions your Teaching Assistant 
my have made on your Paper Outline), a proper argument, sufficient proof and/or examples in support of your 
argument, and a bibliography (using appropriate and approved citation format) of at least 2 additional credible 
academic resources beyond those included in your Paper Outline. 
 
You will be graded on a) the relevance of your thesis statement to the research question, b) the structure of your 
argument in support of your thesis, c) the effectiveness of your use of research in support of your argument, d) your 
ability to use learned insight to go beyond the research (i.e. your ability to offer a substantiated analysis of the 
research question that not only synthesizes other people’s research but also includes your own analysis), e) your 
ability to link your paper to concepts and issues encountered in the course, f) your appropriate use of citations 
including a proper bibliography or reference list, and, g) your overall ability to write clearly and effectively in 
support of your argument. 
 
Your research paper outline will be approximately 7 – 10 pages long at no less than 10 pt. Arial or 11 pt. Times and 
no greater than 11 pt Arial or 12 pt. Times. Your margins must be 1” all around and you MUST DOUBLE SPACE.  
 
NOTE:  
While you are permitted to use course readings in your paper, your course readings may NOT come from the 
Lorimer & Gasher textbook, and should not exceed 20% of your overall reference list or bibliography. 
 
Steps to complete the assignment: 
 

1. Build on both your Paper Outline and your Teaching Assistant’s comments on your outline to 
write your final paper. 

2. Refine your thesis statement and make sure it fits your research question. 
3. Organize your argument into sections (paragraphs) and organize your research in such a way as 

to support and make reference to your argument in each of the sections. 
4. Decide if you need to conduct any further research for examples or proof. 
5. Write your paper keeping in mind that you are expected to both synthesize your research AND 

include your own analysis of the research topic. 
6. Include appropriate citations using APA or MLA style, but not both. Make sure to include a 

bibliography or reference list. 
7. Write a title page with your name, your student number, the name of your paper, the course 

number, your TA’s name and the date. 
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FACILITATED DISCUSSION DESCRIPTION (Foundations sections only) 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
The point of this exercise is for you to take responsibility for and have an opportunity to organize how the class will 
discuss a topic. You will learn how to effectively structure a discussion by encouraging and directing the 
participation of the class. Additionally, this exercise will allow your class to go into greater detail for each topic area 
by providing an opportunity for students to run a discussion in a way that is both helpful to themselves and others, 
and is argumentative. To achieve this, you will all need to read more closely, and pay attention to how the course 
material can be applied to your greater knowledge of the world around you. 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
In the first class, your Foundations Tutorial Assistant will randomly assign you to a group of not less than 2 but not 
greater than 3 people. You will not have a choice in determining your group – this will help you develop the skill to 
work with someone you may not know, and may allow for different viewpoints to emerge from the same groups. 
 
Your group will pick a week in which to be responsible for facilitating up to one hour of discussion. You are 
expected to carry your discussion out for no less than 45 minutes but no longer than 1 hour. 
 
During your facilitation, you are responsible for facilitating ways in which the class can develop a deeper 
understanding of the week’s topic. Your syllabus provides general questions for each week to assist you in 
organizing your thoughts on the week’s topic, but it is up to you to determine how to structure the time. 
 
THIS IS NOT A PRESENTATION in any sense. You will not be allowed to simply present information about the 
topic – i.e. where presentations tend to see you speaking and the class listening, a facilitated discussion involves 
everyone contributing for the majority of the time. How to get everyone to contribute is a challenge for you to solve. 
 
Most discussions can simply involve starting a conversational topic – assuming that everyone has done the readings. 
You can present a preamble to contextualize the discussion and then encourage the participation of everyone (not 
some people but everyone) in the discussion. This might involve small groups, each with their own guided subtopic, 
it might involve a class debate, or it might take another form. You can create a ‘game’ to illustrate the issue, but if 
you do so, you must ensure that the topic is treated with sufficient academic rigor and that you debrief the class’ 
collective learning at the end. It will be up to you to get to know your fellow students in order to determine the best 
course of action for your individual group. The best facilitation is not just the best-planned exercise, but is the one 
that meets the needs and uses the skills of those people who participate in it. 
 
Because you are responsible for guiding the class throughout the discussion, you will necessarily have to do a bit of 
extra reading outside of the course readings. You should also try to find relevant examples and use them as needed. 
 
 
EVALUATION: 
 
You will be graded on a) how effectively you involve the entire class, b) your ability to sustain the topic over the 
entire time (i.e. deal with tangents, answer the question, focus, etc), c) any outside research and a demonstration of 
your knowledge of the topic, d) your encouraging contrasting viewpoints, and e) your capacity to work with your 
co-facilitator(s) to effectively conduct the exercise. While you will not be graded on if you do your readings per say, 
if you do not participate actively in other group’s facilitations, this will be reflected in your participation mark. 
 
 
 
Helpful Resources: “Effective Group Faciliation” (PDF) (http://www.tjd.uua.org/EffectiveGroupFacilitation.PDF) 
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     “Guidelines for Conducting Focus Groups” 
(http://www.mapnp.org/library/evaluatn/focusgrp.htm) 

 
GENERAL RESEARCH TOPICS:  
 
While considering a topic from this list, think about it as it might relate to COMMUNICATION STUDIES and not 
simply what it means in general. This way, you will be able to structure your ideas around the course, and you will 
help yourself make connections between communication studies as a ‘discipline’ and the myriad ways in which 
forms and processes of communication are implicated in our knowledge and understanding of the world. Remember 
the four main streams of communication studies research, Media & Culture, Politics & Policy, Technology & 
Society, and Interpersonal and Organizational Communication. Most of these topics can fit into more than one of the 
streams. It is your job to research the topic, AND to determine what aspect of the topic interests you the most. This, 
of course, is not an exhaustive list – feel free to go beyond using this as a tool to get started. 
 
 
Media Effects 
 
Violence 
 
Propaganda 
 
Knowledge  
 
Ethics  
 
Media Education 
 
Oral/Literate/Electronic  
 
Time/Space  
 
Audience  
 
Children/Family  
 
Programming  
 
Ratings 
 
Bias 
 
Conversation 
 
Distribution 
 
Freedom 
 
Persuasion 
 
Cultivation 
 
Physiology 
 
Responsibility 
 
Sensation(alize) 

Power  
 
Identity 
 
Voice  
 
Representation  
 
Narrative  
 
Gender  
 
Class  
 
Race 
 
Activism  
 
Alternative Media 
 
Social Movements 
 
Culture  
 
Society  
 
Art 
 
Artistic Expression  
 
Culture Industry 
 
Multiculturalism  
 
Popular  
 
Relationship  
 
Graffiti  
 
Hip Hop  

Journalism  
 
Magazines  
 
Truth  
 
Objectivity  
 
News  
 
Newspapers  
 
Radio  
 
Internet  
 
Email  
 
Publishing 
 
Desktop Publishing  
 
New Media  
 
Technology  
 
Video/Film  
 
Soap Opera  
 
Television 
 
Low Power Television 
 
Access 
 
Conflict 
 
Disaster 
 
Design 

Elections/Politics  
 
Reproduction  
 
Intellectual Property  
 
Globalization  
 
North/South  
 
Digital Divide  
 
Advertising  
 
Ad Standards 
 
Cities (Urbanization)  
 
Policy  
 
Network(ing)  
 
Flow  
 
Public/Private  
 
Organization  
 
Community 
 
CRTC 
 
Pirate 
 
Solidarity 
 
Hate 
 
Prejudice 
 
Surveillance 
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