
 

Instructor: Ravindra Mohabeer 
Class times: WED 8:30- 11:20, Room 240 @ 100 McCaul 

Office: Room 284, 100 McCaul  Office Hours:, TBA 
Email: rmohabeer@faculty.ocad.ca 

 
ONTARIO COLLEGE OF ART & DESIGN 
LIBERAL STUDIES: 

TELEVISION CRITICISM VISC 3B18 
 
Description 

We all watch television and, quite often, we form an opinion about what we watch. This course is not about 
learning how to express these opinions but is, instead, about how to take a critical look at television using 
different methodological lenses. If an opinion is how you feel about what you watch, criticism is a 
systematic interpretation. While you might be used to undertaking a textual analysis of media, this course 
will include contextual forms of analysis as well. Each week we will explore a different way in which 
television can be interpreted. To do this, we will mix academic readings and discussions with viewing 
television segments provided by the instructor AND by the class. By the end, the class will learn methods 
for television criticism that can also be applied to other forms of media and cultural productions. 
 
This class has a moderate to heavy reading load. The readings are essential to both the assignments and 
the overall functioning of the class discussions. While there will be a ‘lecture’ each week, the class will 
largely be organized around group discussions. Please keep up with your readings. 
 
 
Readings 

The readings for this class are in a course reader available in the bookstore. Most readings can be found 
electronically through the OCAD library and certainly through the UofT library. If you do not buy the course 
pack, you may be able to find many, BUT NOT ALL, of the articles in the course pack. 
 
Additional articles, will be put on reserve or uploaded as PDF files, as needed.  All of the readings are 
mandatory. A portion of your grade will come from your discussion of the content of the readings. 
 
Attendance 

Attendance is mandatory and contributes to your grade. More than 2 unexcused absences will result 
reduced participation credit. The College requires that students attend classes on a regular basis and that 
they participate fully in them. Please note: A student with three or more unexcused absences may be 
assigned a failing grade for that course. 
 
Assignments 

DUE DATE  ASSIGNMENT GRADE % 
September 20 In-class Assignment 1 (group)  20 

November 1 In-class Assignment 2 (ind.) 15 

November 22/29 Major Group Project 25 

November 29 Major Paper 25 

 Participation & Attendance 15 
 
All assignment DEADLINES ARE FINAL.  
A student who foresees conflict between a religious observation and any scheduled class assignments, 
including the final examination or critique, must notify his/her instructor and make a written request to the 
appropriate Faculty Office within two weeks of the first class. Late requests for an exam or critique deferral 
are subject to a fee of $70. 
 
Students will be asked to fill out course evaluations on-line at the end of each term. 



 

Class Schedule 
 

TOPIC & DATE READING & ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE 
 

Introduction 
September 5 

What are media? What is TV? What is Criticism? How do we do it? 
READ: Silverstone: The Texture of Experience 

  
Media 

Education 
September 13 

READ: Vande Berg, et. al: Media Literacy & Television Criticism 
 

** FIRST ASSIGNMENT DISCUSSED 
  

Auteurs 
September 20 

READ: DeRose, et. al: Pop (Up) Goes the Blind Date 
** IN CLASS GROUP ASSIGNMENT (no make-ups) 

  
Genre 

September 27 
READ: Acosta-Alzuru: “I’m not a Feminist…I Only Defend Women as Human Beings” 

Valaskivi: Being part of the family? 
** MAJOR GROUP ASSIGNMENT HANDED OUT 

  
Political 

Economy 
October 4 

READ: Harrington & Bielby: Global Television Distribution 
Mohabeer: Changing Faces: What happened when Degrassi Switched to CTV 

  
Institutional 

Audience  
October 11 

READ: Dayan: The Peculiar Public of Television 
http://www.nielsenmedia.ca  (tab called “About TV Ratings”) 

  
Active 

Audience 
October 18 

(last day to drop 
fall classes) 

READ: Seiter: Making Distinctions 
Second reading TBA 

** FINAL PAPER ASSIGNED 

  
Ideology & 

Representation 
October 25 

READ: Wilson: “Good Blacks” and “Bad Blacks” 
Oguss: Whose Barrio is it? 

  
Semiotics & 
Production 
November 1 

READ: Nabi & Hendricks: The Persuasive Effects of Host & Audience Reaction Shots 
Pierson: A Show About Nothing 

** IN CLASS ASSIGNMENT (no make-ups) 
  

Feminist 
Analysis 

November 8 

READ: Watkins & Emerson: Feminist Media Criticism & Feminist Media Practices 

  
Ethnography & 

Reception 
November 15 

READ: Modleski: The Rhythms of Reception 
Mayer: Loving Telenovelas/Telenovelizing Life 

  
Group 

Presentations 
November 22 

Political Economy 
Audience Research 
Ideology & Representation 

  
Group 

Presentations 
& Wrap-Up 

November 29 
(last day of class) 

Semiotics & Production 
Feminist Analysis 
Ethnography & Reception 
 
**Last day to hand in Individual Term Paper 

 



 

Assignment Descriptions 

In-class assignment 1 (group): 20% 
You will be grouped and given a list of television shows that are related to one another on the basis of the 
topic of that week’s class. You task is to discover and present how the shows are related, provide 
examples of the shows if possible (clips, descriptions, reviews, etc.), and discuss both the similarities 
between the shows and how the topic of the week impacts on the look and feel of a show.  
Each student is responsible for submitting a 2 to 3 page summary of the findings of their group. They will 
be given one class after the assignment is presented to incorporate any group discussion into their paper. 
This assignment will be graded 50% for group presentation/discussion, 50% individual paper. 
--------------------------------- 
In-class assignment 2 (individual): 20% 
You will be shown two or three clips and/or still images of television programs following a brief introduction 
to semiotic analysis. You will write a 2 to 3 page semiotic analysis of the clips and/or still images. 
----------------------------- 
Major Group Assignment: 25% 
You will be divided into six groups of between 5 and 6 people. Your group will be assigned one of the six 
topics that appear in the syllabus from October 4 to November 15. 
The group assigned to a given topic for a week is responsible for the following during the week in which 
their topic is discussed in class: a) selecting appropriate media example(s) to share with the class; b) 
setting up and screening the example (context) and; c) relating the example to the topic of the week. 
During the final two classes, each group will be given a time to present a brief re-cap or overview of their 
topic. Each person in each group must speak and the presentations must invite discussion. Further media 
clips or the same ones as before should be included in these presentations. 
Each group is also responsible for producing a one to two page handout for the class providing a recap of 
the methodological approach for which they were responsible. This assignment is graded in groups. 25% 
is based on your media selection and explanation during the course, 50% on your final presentation, and 
25% on the hand out you provide for the class. 
-------------------------------------------- 
Major paper: 25% 
You will be given a choice of two approaches to the major paper. Each choice revolves around producing 
an original critique of a television show (or genre). 
Choice a: You may either choose to pursue the same methodology you are undertaking in your group 
project to analyze a particular show or genre and produce a critical analysis paper of no less than 5 
pages, or pick another methodology and do the same. 
Choice b: You will get a list of two or three essay topics and will select the appropriate methodological 
framework through which to conduct an analysis of a television show or genre. The topics are yet to be 
specifically determined but will consist of a critical look at why 'reality television' is so common these days; 
the structure of the television schedule; or the relationship of advertising and television content. 
Your paper will be graded on the following rough criteria: 
25% use of method; 25% argument; 10% grammar, spelling;  15% presentation, examples, & referencing. 
----------------------------------- 
Participation and Attendance: 15% 
You get 0.6% for each class you attend. The remaining 7.5% is determined by your participation in class 
and group discussions and demonstrated knowledge of the readings. 
----------------------------------- 
Cheating (Plagiarism/Academic Misconduct Policy) 
Academic misconduct and nonacademic misconduct are not tolerated at OCAD. Academic misconduct is 
behaviour that violates basic principles of academic, scholastic or artistic integrity and/or that has the 
potential effect of unfairly promoting or enhancing one’s academic standing or grade, or of assisting 
another student in the pursuit of such an outcome. Penalties can range from failure in the assignment to 
expulsion from the College.  Non-academic misconduct includes behaviours that are racist, sexist, ableist, 
homophobic, violent, as well as theft, destruction of OCAD property and other behaviors that may impair 
the College in its capacity to carry out its educational and legal responsibilities effectively and to serve all 
students fairly.  


